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Stowupland Pre-School Newsletter 
Summer 2022

We hope you had a lovely Easter and got to spend some time with your families in the great outdoors!

Thank you to everyone who uploaded photos and videos to Tapestry. It has been lovely to see them and to ask questions to the children about their holidays and days out.

We have a very busy term coming up and we are looking forward to all the activities/themes we have planned. We are also preparing our school leavers for their departure to school. We are focusing on independence, numbers 1-10 and telling stories, rhymes and exploring the sounds within the environment and words.

SUMMER WEATHER – Please remember to bring a sunhat as the weather becomes hotter. The garden does get a lot of Sun in the afternoons.

Summer Term Focus - Book Selection
This term, we will continue to explore Handa’s Surprise, and our new non-fiction resources from Usborne: ‘Numbers’, ‘Shape and Measure’ and ‘It all starts with a seed’.

[image: Why don't butterflies fly in straight lines? - BBC Science Focus Magazine]As you may have seen from Tapestry, we have taken delivery of our caterpillars. We look forward to watching them grow over the following weeks.  Alongside this experience, the children will read and re-tell the story of the ‘Hungry Caterpillar’.  We look forward to watching the caterpillars transition with the children.
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Katie, from our Committee had entered us into a competition to win a free copy of ‘Gordon’s Favourite Place’ written by Heidi Franklin! And we won! Thank you.  Heidi’s first book introduces mindfulness, emotions, kindness and the importance of the outdoors, it is wonderful and we are lucky to have a copy. 

Heidi Franklin also runs ‘Wild Play’, in Gallowsfield Wood in Haughley, where her story is based.  If you wish to purchase the book or attend any of her groups the details are below.
Instagram: @booksbyheidifranklin
Wild Play provides a unique combination of Forest School and Outdoor Learning experiences for all ages. We are based at Gallowsfield Wood, Haughley.  We run the following sessions:
Natures Newborns - baby group
Muddy Hogs - Toddler group (Cruising - 5 years)
Explorers Holiday Club (School holidays ages 5-11 years
Birthday Party (all ages)
Family events
Community events
Corporate days
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School Leavers Party
It’s nearly that time of year where we say goodbye to our School Leavers!

On Monday 18th July, we want to invite our school leavers to enjoy one last session with us.  The session will run from 9am-11:30am and will include games, sports, crafts, party food and a leavers presentation. The presentation will begin at 11:30am and parents/siblings are welcome to attend. This will give you an opportunity to take photos, collect all artwork and say farewell to friends, staff and keyworkers.

We are in the process of completing our leavers tea-towel. This will be something you can order. All the school leavers will have the opportunity to contribute. It’s a lovely keepsake! Look out for details about ordering on Tapestry.

On Wednesday 25th May, Kayleigh will be running a ‘getting your child ready for school’ information evening. This will be an opportunity for you to ask school-related questions. Please email: admin@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk by Friday 20th so Kayleigh can organise and find answers.

There will be two sessions: 5:30pm-6:30pm and 7:00pm-8:00pm, please let a member of staff know which session you would like to attend.
Covid-19 
Following the Government guidelines and the updated Exclusion table, if your child tests positive of Covid, you are asked to keep your child at home for three days.

Open Day

On Saturday 25th June we will be holding our first Open Day in 2 years, between 11am and 2pm. All staff will be in attendance, please feel free to pass these details to any friends/family.
Our Team
For all the new families, here are the nine members of staff at Stowupland Preschool: 

Kayleigh – Manager and Safeguarding Officer 
Hannah – Deputy Manager and Deputy Safeguarding Officer 
Lisa – Room Leader and SENCO 
Abi – Early Years Educator 
Shelia – Early Years Educator 
Ann – Early Years Educator
Denise – Early Years Educator 
Kaylee – Early Years Educator
Kelly – Early Years Educator 

The Committee 
Our preschool is run by a committee of parents. It is vital we have parent/carer support to keep the preschool open.  Our committee oversees the running of the setting and supports with lots of fundraising.

Senior Committee Members: 
Victoria – Chairperson
Megan – Treasurer
Sarah  – Secretary

Committee Members:
Cat
Aga
Laura B 
Laura J 
Katie 

If you have some free time and would be interested in finding out a little more about the committee, please email Victoria on chairperson@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk or alternatively please speak to Kayleigh or Hannah.

If you would like to contact Victoria, Chairperson, her email address is chairperson@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk 

Fundraising Committee
WHY FUNDRAISING IS SO IMPORTANT TO US
Some of our new families may not know, but as a charity we rely on fundraising to help towards buying new materials for our setting, so the children can flourish in their learning and play.

Our fundraising group are part of the Committee and they come up with ideas throughout the year.

A big thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket for our Easter Egg Raffle. We raised a wonderful £23!

If you have any ideas for events and/or would like to get involved, please email the Chairperson (email address above) or let Kayleigh/Hannah know.    No idea is too big or small!

CrackerJacks Children’s Trust 
Week Commencing 16th May, we will be having a PJ and onesie dress up week to raise money for a family in Ipswich to help provide equipment to a disabled child and to help towards respite breaks. 
Please help us raise as much as possible at this time. 
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General Reminders
                 As we come into warmer weather, please remember to bring in a sun hat. Our garden has little shade and its vital that children are dressed in cool clothing, appropriate footwear and sunhats and drink bottles.  It is possible to leave a NAMED sunhat at the setting where we will provide a basket, so the children have easy access to this. 

Please could you ensure that your child’s lunchbox and drink bottle are clearly labelled with their name, to avoid mix-ups.

We encourage all children to make healthy choices at lunchtime, eating sandwiches and fruit/vegetables before snacks and treats. We also try to encourage children to try everything that you pack for them.  Please talk to us if you are finding that your child comes home with lots of food remaining in their boxes. 

We encourage the children to drink throughout their time at preschool. As well as their drinks being easily available at our bottles table, we offer milk and water at snack times, in addition to their own drinks. Please speak to any staff member if you have any concerns so we can discuss a way forward together. 
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We respectfully remind parents to park in the car park at the Village Hall when dropping off and collecting their child.  Parking in the school/church layby is strictly not permitted at any time.

It is stated within our Attendance Policy that if your  
child is unwell, please call or email the setting on 01449 678550 or admin@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk in the morning ideally before 8.30am.
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Tapestry
Our daily ‘snap shots’ continue to be uploaded to Tapestry and we also carry out in-depth observations on each child. As previously discussed on our ‘Preschool News’, we will be adding additional individual snapshots throughout the term.  We want to assure all parents that all our staff are spending lots of quality time with each child to help extend their learning and development.

If you would like to know anything specific about your child, our setting or anything we have done within the setting, then please speak to a member of staff or the child’s keyworker.
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Some of you may be aware that the amount we receive for each funded child who attends our setting has dropped significantly. With this in mind, we ask parents for a ‘top-up’ towards the cost of the healthy snacks, resources, sun cream, wipes, etc which we provide at Pre-School. 

Stowupland Pre-School is a Committee run setting, which has charitable status. We are a non-profit organisation, and any profits we generate go directly towards the running of the Pre-School.  

Thank you in advance for your payment.


TERM DATES 

Summer Term 

Monday 25th April – Friday 15th July 2022

May Half Term:
Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022

Last Day of Term 
Friday 15th July


Important Dates

5th May - Kimmy’s Zoo
W/C 16th May – PJ/Onesie week to raise money for Crackerjacks Children's Trust
W/C 23rd May – Queens Jubilee – Bake Sale Week
25th May – School Leavers parent session - 5:30pm-6:30pm or 7pm- 8pm
Saturday 25th June – Open Day - 11am-2pm  
Monday 18th July – Leavers party 9am-11:30am 
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