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Stowupland Pre-School Newsletter 

May 2023

We hope you have had a lovely Easter break and enjoyed all the chocolate eggs and time spent with family. 
This term we will be focusing on transitions to primary school involving facilitating visits from local primary schools and after May half-term we are hoping to make links with Freeman Primary School for extra visits to Acorn Class. 
Our caterpillars have arrived and we are watching them daily grow and change. From reading The Hungry Caterpillar we are super excited to see the caterpillars turn into butterflies. 
We are also looking at planting, growing and King Charles III coronation. 

  

Our team
You should all be aware of who your child’s Keyworker is, please see the staff list below: 

Kayleigh – Manager and Safeguarding Officer 
Hannah – Deputy Manager and Deputy Safeguarding Officer 
Lisa – Room Leader and SENCO 
Abi – Early Years Educator 
Shelia – Early Years Educator 
Ann – Early Years Educator
Denise – Early Years Educator
Kelly – Early Years Educator 
Kaylee – Early Years Educator
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Summer Term focus book selection
This term we will be look at ‘The very hungry caterpillar’ by Eric Carle, alongside the caterpillar life-cycle and arts and crafts. 
This term we will also be looking at poems by Shirley Hughes from her book ‘Out and About’.  
Please don’t forget our Lending Library. Please take a book to read at home and return when finished before taking a new one.  


Theme of the Week 
After we return from the half term break we will be restarting our ‘Theme of the week’, this is a weekly focus of a shape, number or a phonics sound. This theme is displayed on the front door for you all to see and we complete activities and tasks around this theme. 
Sickness
Children and young people who have a positive test result for COVID-19 should not attend the setting for 3 days after the first test.  
If your child has a high temperature and is unwell, they should not attend the setting. 
If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they need to stay at home for 48 hours after the last bout. 
We advise that children should be off for the first 48 hours following new medication/antibiotics. 
We can only give prescribed medication to your child and a form will need to be completed. 

The Committee & AGM
The Preschool is run by a committee of parents. It is vital we have parent/carer support in order to keep the preschool open.  Our committee oversees the running of the setting and supports with lots of fundraising.  If you have some free time and would be interested in finding out a little more about the committee, please speak to Kayleigh or Hannah.  Our next meeting is on Thursday 15th June.  


If you would like to contact Vicky, our Chairperson her email address is chairperson@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk


Fundraising Committee 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE - WHY FUNDRAISING IS SO IMPORTANT TO US 
Some of our new families may not know, but as a charity we rely on fundraising to help towards buying new materials for our setting, so the children can flourish in their learning and play. 
Our fundraising group are part of the Committee and they come up with ideas throughout the year to raise monies.  
If you have any ideas for events and/or would like to get involved, please let Kayleigh know.  Please see attached 2 fundraising posters for our Smartie Collection and our sponsored walk. 
We will be raising funds towards Astro-turf for the garden which will provide a durable surface allowing the children to explore areas of the garden more frequently.

Over Easter we raised £102 from the Easter Raffle and £149.50 from the Easter Disco. Thank you to you to everyone who has supported these events.
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General Reminders

It is vital when collecting your children at 12pm and 3pm that you arrive on time. ‘12’oclock’ turn-over can be very busy for staff and children. 
We supply Garnier, Ambre Solare Kids sensitive 50+. sun cream for warmer weather. Please apply sun cream at home for the morning session and we will reapply at lunch time. A suncream form needs to be completed.
[image: Ambre Solaire Kids Sun Cream Factor 50+ 200ml | Sun Lotion - B&M] 

Please could you ensure that your child’s lunchbox and drink bottle are clearly labelled with their name, to avoid mix-ups.
We encourage all children to make healthy choices at lunchtime; eating sandwiches and fruit/vegetables before a snack or treat. We also try to encourage children to try everything that you pack for them.
Please talk to us if you are finding that your child comes home with lots of food remaining in their boxes, and will do our best to find ways of encouraging them further at lunchtimes.
*Please do not pack any NUTS in your child’s lunchbox due to allergies. 

[image: ]We respectfully remind parents to park in the car park at the Village Hall when dropping off and collecting their child from Pre-School. Parking in the School/Church layby is strictly not permitted at any time.

It is stated within our Attendance Policy that if your  
child is unwell please call or email the setting on 01449 678550 or admin@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk in the morning ideally before 8.30am.

[bookmark: _Hlk19099836]
Tapestry
All children should be on tapestry, with each parent linked to our daily snapshots and Tapestry News. Please keep an eye on this account for any notifications especially dress-up days and fundraisers. Our staff to children ratios within the setting are high and we are spending quality time with your children extending their learning and development. 


Resources
Since last summer the setting has changed to a more natural environment and the children are exploring loose parts and ‘real’ resources, we need your help to continue this; if you have any spare household equipment at home you are able to bring in then please let us know.  We are looking for: weighing scales, small saucepans, corded phone, scarfs, hats, purses, bags, cooking equipment including tins, spoons, and strainers.
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Some of you may be aware that the amount we receive for each funded child who attends our setting has dropped significantly. With this in mind, we ask parents for a ‘top-up’ towards the cost of the healthy snacks, resources, sun cream, wipes, etc which we provide at Pre-School. Stowupland Pre-School is a Committee run setting, which has charitable status. We are a non-profit organisation, and any profits we generate go directly towards the running of the Pre-School.     
Thank you in advance.

TERM DATES 
You will find our term dates on Preschool News. 
Please see some extra important dates below: 

Summer Term 
17th April 2023 – 21st July 2023
Half term w/c 29th May (Smartie collections)

 Monday 8th May - Bank Holiday for the Kings Coronation
18th June – Father’s Day 
W/C 26th June – Sponsored Walk 
W/C 10th July – Beach Week 
Wednesday 19th July Leavers Party: 3pm – 4pm Childrens party (Children only) 4pm onwards family picnic and certificates. 


We return after the summer holidays on Tuesday 5th September 2023.


If you have any Safeguarding concerns relating to children or adults please contact Customer First on 08088004005
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