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Stowupland Pre-School Newsletter

May 2024

We hope you have had a lovely Easter break and enjoyed all the chocolate eggs and time spent with family.

This term we will be focusing on transitions to primary school; facilitating visits from local primary schools and after the May half-term, we are hoping to make links with Freeman Primary School for extra visits to Acorn Class.

Our caterpillars have arrived, and we are watching them daily to see how they continue to grow and change. All the children seem to be really enjoying this. From reading The Hungry Caterpillar, we are all super excited to see the caterpillars turn into butterflies.

We are also looking at planting this half term; we have already planted our potatoes and the Stowupland Biodiversity and Wildflower Group kindly donated pots and sunflower seeds to all the children, which we are starting to plant before the children bring them home. If there are any budding gardener parents that would like to get involved, please do let us know!  

We have some exciting visitors coming into the setting over the coming months (see key dates) which we are sure the children will enjoy. We also have our theme weeks coming up – which are always a hit!  

Parents’ Evening
Slots will soon be available for you to book a slot with your child’s keyworker for parents evening.  This is a great opportunity for you to meet 1:1 with your keyworker and hear what your child enjoys doing during their time at the setting and ask any questions you may have. 

The evening will take place on the 18th June and start around 4.30pm.  More information will be available soon so watch this space. 

Our team
Please see the staff list below:
Kayleigh – Manager and Safeguarding Officer
Hannah – Deputy Manager and Deputy Safeguarding Officer (currently on leave)
Lisa – Deputy Manager and Deputy Safeguarding Officer (Maternity Cover)
Abi – Early Years Educator (Health and Safety Co-ordinator)
Shelia – Early Years Educator
Ann – Early Years Educator
Denise – Early Years Educator
Kelly – Early Years Educator (SENCO)
Kaylee – Early Years Educator

Please approach your keyworker at any point should you need to discuss anything.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk19099470]Summer Term – our focus book!
This term we will be look at ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle, alongside the caterpillar life-cycle and arts and crafts.

We also have a small selection of Chip, Biff and Kipper books, which we are beginning to use in the setting to encourage the children to create their own stories and think about how a story is structured.

Please don’t forget our Lending Library by the front door. Please take a book to read at home and return when finished. 


Transitions to School
Attached to this newsletter is a poster about the ways in which you can help your child be ’school ready’. 

It focuses on independence and self-care/help skills. We would encourage you to discuss the transitions to school, read books and discuss any concerns they might have with your child and us. Please speak to your keyworker if you have any concerns about your child’s transitions to school.
Sickness and Absences
Children and young people who have a positive test result for COVID-19 should not attend the setting for 3 days after the first test.

If your child has a high temperature and is unwell, they should not attend the setting.

If your child has sickness or diarrhoea, they need to stay at home for 48 hours after the last bout.
We advise that children should be off for the first 48 hours following new medication/antibiotics.

We can only give prescribed medication to your child and a form will need to be completed.

It is stated within our Attendance Policy that if your child is unwell, please call or email the setting on 01449 678550 or admin@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk ideally before 8.30am.

The Committee and AGM
As a charity, we are run by a committee of parents. It is vital we have parent/carer support in order to keep the preschool open.  

Our committee oversees the running of the setting and supports with lots of fundraising.  If you have some free time and would be interested in finding out a little more about the committee, please speak to Kayleigh or Lisa.  Our next meeting is on Thursday 9th May and we would love to see you there. 

If you would like to contact Vicky, our Chairperson, her email address is chairperson@stowuplandpreschool.org.uk 






Fundraising Committee
FUNDRAISING UPDATE - WHY FUNDRAISING IS SO IMPORTANT TO US
Some of our new families may not know, but as a charity we rely on fundraising to help towards buying new materials for our setting, so the children can flourish in their learning and play.
Our fundraising group are part of the Committee and they come up with ideas throughout the year to raise monies.  We’ve held some fantastic events over the last few months (thank you for your continued support) and been able to purchase some new chairs for the children, and some mark making mirrors for the garden – these have been a huge hit!  We’ve also been able to purchase more resources for the mud kitchen and water play resources. 

If you have any ideas for events and, or would like to get involved, please let Kayleigh know.  More hands make light work!  

This term we have two big fundraisers coming up.  Firstly, our sponsored fun run week, (W/C 13th May) where children will run laps of the running track on the school field each day.  This was a really popular event last year and the children loved it!  Each lap will earn a stamp – and at the end of the week we will hand a certificate out to children to celebrate their achievements. 

Secondly, we in conjunction with Freeman Primary School, we will be hosting a number of stalls at the Summer Fete.  We would love to see all of you at the event to enjoy what is on offer – please feel free to bring a picnic to enjoy!  

[bookmark: _Hlk19099579]All funds raised at these events will be going towards our contribution of a CIL application we have submitted in order to purchase a new hard surface in the garden.


General Reminders
On time collections
[image: Product Image]It is vital when collecting your children at 12noon and 3pm that you arrive on time. Our 12noon turn-over can be very busy for staff and children and we appreciate your consideration in collecting your child on time. 

Suncream 
Now that we are finally seeing some sun, we supply Nivea Sun, Kids sensitive 50+. sun cream for warmer weather. Please apply sun cream at home for the morning session and we will reapply at lunch time. A suncream application form needs to be completed – please speak to a member of the team if you haven’t already done this.

Lunches
Please could you ensure that your child’s lunchbox and drink bottle are clearly labelled with their name, to avoid mix-ups.

We encourage all children to make healthy choices at lunchtime; eating sandwiches and fruit/vegetables before a snack or treat. We also try to encourage children to try everything that you pack for them.  Please talk to us if you are finding that your child comes home with lots of food remaining in their boxes, and will do our best to find ways of encouraging them further at lunchtimes. *Please do not pack any NUTS in your child’s lunchbox due to allergies.

Parking
We respectfully remind parents to park in the car park at the Village Hall when dropping off and collecting their child from Pre-School. Parking in the school/church layby is strictly not permitted at any time.



[bookmark: _Hlk19099836]
Tapestry
All children are on tapestry, with each parent linked to our daily snapshots and Tapestry News. Please continue to keep an eye on this account for any notifications especially dress-up days and fundraisers. 


DATES FOR THE DIARY

You will find our term dates on Preschool News. Please see some extra important dates below:

Summer Term
9th May – Committee Meeting
W/C 13th May – Sponsored Fun Run
W/C 27th May - Half term 
13th June – Visit from Mid Suffolk Waste Team
16th June – Father’s Day
18th June – Parents evening
28th June – Summer Fete between 3:15-5pm
W/C 8th July – Beach Week
VET visit -TBC


Our school leavers picnic will be held on Tuesday 16th July, between 3:30pm-5pm (certificates @5pm)  More details to follow soon. 


If you have any Safeguarding concerns relating to children or adults please contact Customer First on 0808 800 4005. 
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